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April 20, 2009 

 

A Regular meeting of the Chocolay Township Board was held on Monday, April 20, 2009 at the Chocolay Township 

Office, 5010 U. S. 41 South, Marquette, MI.  Supervisor Seppanen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

         

TOWNSHIP BOARD. 
PRESENT:  Greg Seppanen, Arlene Hill, John Greenberg, John Trudeau, Ken Tabor, Mark Maki, Susan Carlson. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Jennifer Thum, Mary Sanders, Brad Johnson, Gary Johnson, Pat Beck, Gary Heinzelman. 

 

MINUTES –March 16, 2009. 

Tabor moved, Greenberg second that the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 16, 2009 are approved.  

AYES: 6 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS. 

Tabor moved, Maki second to add Gentz Inc. liquor license to the agenda; as item A under new business. 

AYES: 6 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT.   

None. 

 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE. 

Hill moved, Tabor second that bills totaling $253,995.92 checks numbered 15430– 15465 be approved for payment.   

AYES: 6 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Supervisor Seppanen indicated that this set of bills included the pay off on the fire truck.  The total bill came in 

$5,750.00 higher than anticipated due to alterations and equipment additions. 

 
Tabor moved, Maki second that payroll for March 19, 2009 for $26,924.20, April 2, 2009 for $24,947.21, April 8, 2009 

for $6,525.26 and April 16, 2009 for $28,597.22 be approved for payment. 

AYES: 6 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 

 

FINANCIAL AND TREASURER’S REPORTS WERE RECEIVED AND PLACED ON FILE. 

 

Trustee Trudeau arrived at 7:10 p.m. 

 

PRESENTATIONS – FY2008 AUDIT. 

Mike Grentz from Anderson Tackman presented the FY2008 audit to the Board.  It was reported as an unqualified 

opinion from the Auditors.  The Township has six million in net assets and is in good financial shape.  The Township 

did file a deficit report to the State for the early purchase of the fire Truck, noting that the final millage will be 
collected in the 2010 tax season. 

 

Maki moved, Trudeau second to accept the audit as presented. 

AYES: 7 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 

  

SUPERVISORS REPORT.  

1. We continue to have dialog with NMU on the golf course property.  We will have two NMU interns working 

on projects involving the golf course property. 

2. We have scheduled a joint meeting with the Planning commission and the Township Board on May 18, 2009 

at 7:00 pm. 

3. The Chocolay Trail Bridge money appears to be covered by the State of Michigan. 
 

BOARD MEETING POLICIES. 

The Board discussed the Chocolay Charter Township Board Policies and made several changes.  The policy will be 

brought back to the May 18, 2009 meeting with the changes made. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURE REQUEST – TURN OUT GEAR RACKS. 

Trudeau moved, Hill second to authorize the Fire Department’s purchase of a turnout gear rack system and accessories 

from Pomasl Fire for a total of $6,387.00 

 $3,387.00 from uniforms and accessories 101.340.745 

 $3,000.00 from capital outlay 101.340.957 

ROLL CALL: 
AYES: Trudeau, Maki, Greenberg, Tabor, Carlson, Hill, Seppanen. 

NAYS:  None.       MOTION CARRIED. 

 

GENTZ INC. LIQUOR LICENSE – ADD ENTERTAINMENT TO CLASS C LICENSE. 

Tabor moved, Greenberg second that the request from Gentz, Inc. for a new Class C license with Entertainment Permit 

to be located at 353 Gentz Road, Marquette, MI 49855, Chocolay Township, Marquette County, is approved.  This is 

being recommended and approved with the understanding through a written letter from Randy and Cathy Gentz, stating 

that there will be no adult entertainment of any kind or any activity that would be classified under our township zoning 

ordinance as a Sexually Oriented Business. 

AYES: 7 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 

 
ADDITIONAL HOURS DEPUTY TREASURER. 

RESOLUTION AMENDING GENERAL FUND BUDGET FY 2009 AMENDMENT NO. 1 WAGE AND FRINGE 

BENEFIT FOR DEPUTY TREASURER INCREASE IN HOURS. 

Greenberg moved, Trudeau second that Whereas, a budget was adopted by the Chocolay Township Board to govern 

the expenditures of anticipated general fund receipts within the township on December 15, 2008, for the next fiscal 

year, and, Whereas, as a result of unanticipated changes in revenues and/or needed expenditures, it is necessary to 

modify the aforesaid budget between revenues and expenditures, Now Therefore, Be It Hereby Resolved, that the 

aforesaid budget be hereby modified as follows: 

 

EXPENDITURE   PREVIOUS  CHANGE  AMENDED 

Treasurer Department 

Salary            
101.253.702          32,007.00  +2,508.00    34,515.00   

 

Other General Government 

Health Insurance 

101.285.925   176,381.00   +2,390.00   178,771.00 

 

Other General Government 

Pension    64,425.00   +   251.00      64,676.00 

101.285.926 

 

Other General Government 50,292.00    +   192.00       50,484.00  
Social Security  

101.285.945 

 

Other General Government 

Contingency 

101.285.951   41,950.00   -5,341.00        36,609.00  

ROLL CALL: 

AYES: Tabor, Carlson, Hill, Trudeau, Maki, Greenberg, Seppanen. 

NAYS:  None.       MOTION CARRIED. 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTEE. 

Tabor moved, Greenberg second that we the Chocolay Township Board concur with the Planning Commission and 
appoint Kendal Milton to serve on the Zoning Board of Appeals as their representative.  Mr. Milton’s term will be from 

April 13, 2009 to May 24, 2009. 

AYES: 7 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 
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ASSISTANCE TO FIRE FIGHTERS GRANT REQUEST. 

Tabor moved, Hill second to authorize the Fire Department to apply for two AFG grant requests; one for replacement 

of the brush fire unit and the second for the purchase of a thermal imager and fit tester.  The total amount of the grants 

will be $198,000.00 with a department match of $9,900.00. 

AYES: 7 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 

 
BID SPECIFICATIONS FOR BREATHING AIR COMPRESSOR 

Greenberg moved, Tabor second to authorize the Fire Department to seek bids for a complete Breathing Air 

Compressor System.  The fire department will present the Board a bid tabulation and recommendation for award at 

their regular meeting on May 18, 2009. 

AYES: 7 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 

 

EMPLOYEE POLICY MANUAL. 

The Board discussed the policy manual revision and made some changes.  The updated changes will be brought back to 

the Board at the May 18, 2009 meeting. 

 

SCRAP METAL COLLECTION 

Greenberg moved, Tabor second that the Chocolay Township Board accepts the bid from Sands Auto Salvage for scrap 
metal pickup in the Township. 

AYES: 7 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 

 

TOWNSHIP ROAD RESURFACING RFP. 

Bid specifications on the road resurfacing were presented to the Board for information purposes only.  This will be 

brought back to the Board at the May 18, 2009 meeting. 

 

FRED RYDHOLM RESOLUTION. 

Maki moved, Greenberg second that 

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CHOCOLAY 
Board members, staff, and citizens 

Join together to express to Fred Rydholm’s 

Family, close friends, neighbors and others who’s life has been suddenly 

Jarred by the call home of Fred to a better land. 

 

As we join our hearts and hands in a solemn salute 

To Fred Rydholm as his time of passing has come, 

Our lives have benefited because of who he was, 

What he was, and he stands a monument and 

Inspiration of what a friend and neighbor should be. 

 

In commenting on his own life Fred said “I’ve never considered myself a writer.  I’m just a story teller” 
 

We thank God for the stories you’ve told us.  How alive you have made our lives.  As with you we saw our streets and 

neighborhoods come to life.  We lived through you and grew in wisdom as we joined your story telling audience. 

 

Thank you Fred, rest 

in peace.  Amen. 

AYES: 7 NAYS: 0    MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MCTA SPRING BANQUET 

Hill moved, Tabor second that the Township pay the dinner cost of $25.00 for all employees, Township Board 

members, Planning Commission members, and ZBA members to attend the 2009 Marquette County Township 
Association banquet on  Friday, May 28, 2009. 

AYES: 6 NAYS: 1    MOTION CARRIED. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT.   

Clerk Hill told the Board that Debra Heinzelman is the new Administrative Assistant, she took Cathy Phelps position. 

 

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

 

 A. Board update from employee staff meeting 
B. Police Quarterly Stats 

C. Letter from LSCP about Crime Lab 

D. Information on RR overpass over M-28 

 E. Magnum Farm article 

 F. Map of proposed Marquette Skate Park 

 G. Chocolay Township Volunteer Fire Rescue Department Monthly Report 

 

Supervisor Seppanen adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm. 

 

 

 ________________________     _________________________ 

Arlene E. Hill, CMC      Mary L. Sanders, CMC   
Clerk        Deputy Clerk    

   

 

 


