
September 15, 2008

A Regular meeting of the Chocolay Township Board was held on Monday, September 15, 2008 at the Chocolay 
Township Office, 5010 U. S. 41 South, Marquette, MI.  Supervisor Seppanen called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.  
        
TOWNSHIP BOARD.
PRESENT:  Greg Seppanen, Arlene Hill, John Greenberg, John Trudeau, Don Britton, Ken Tabor.
ABSENT: Dan Maki.

STAFF PRESENT: Jennifer Thum, Mary Sanders, Brad Johnson and Township Attorney Mike Summers.

MINUTES –August 18, 2008.
Greenberg moved, Tabor second that the minutes of the regular meeting held on August 18, 2008 are approved.  
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS.
Britton moved, Greenberg second to change the order under Presentations; Iron Ore Heritage Trail, item A., 
Recognition of Estelle DeVooght, item B. and Employee Health Insurance, item C.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT.  
None.

PUBLIC HEARING-LIQUOR LICENSE FOR GENTZ HOMESTEAD GOLF COURSE.
The public hearing was opened up on the application for a Class C liquor license for Gentz Homestead Golf 
Course.  Randy Gentz spoke for Gentz Golf Course.  He stated that the Gentz family has been on the same 
property for four generations and will continue to be owners.  They have had a golf course on the property for 
thirteen years.  The public hearing was closed.

PUBLIC HEARING-LIQUOR LICENSE FOR CHOCOLAY DOWNS GOLF COURSE.
The public hearing was opened up and Dennis Kargela spoke for Chocolay Downs.  He stated that Chocolay 
Downs is in the process of ordering a new club house that will bring jobs to Chocolay Township and there will be 
new lots developed for housing.  Chocolay Downs has been a golf course since 1992.  The public hearing was 
closed.

PUBLIC HEARING- PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 34-08-01.
The public hearing was opened up on the home occupation language in the zoning ordinance.  This change would 
require home occupations to be a conditional use in R-1, R-2, MFR, LSR and AF districts with some 
requirements.  No comments were made and the public hearing was closed.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE.
Hill moved, Trudeau second that bills totaling $58,275.34 checks numbered 14890– 14921 be approved for 
payment.  
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

Trudeau moved, Britton second that bills totaling $8,714.17 checks numbered 14922 – 14936 be approved for 
payment.  
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

Britton moved, Trudeau second that bills totaling $24,891.45 checks numbered 14937 – 14965
be approved for payment.  

Hill moved, Trudeau second that payroll for August 21, 2008 for $24,793.37 and September 4, 2008 for 
$24,381.34 be approved for payment.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

FINANCIAL AND TREASURER’S REPORTS WERE RECEIVED AND PLACED ON FILE.

PRESENTATIONS – IRON ORE HERITAGE TRAIL.
Carol Fulsher and Jim Thomas from the Iron Ore Heritage Trail gave a power point presentation on the proposed 
trail.   The proposed trail is 48 miles long throughout Marquette County.  There are 10 municipalities involved 
with the trail.  The trail will be a multi-use trail and the uses vary in different sections of the trail.  The trail is also 
an interactive trail with markers showing historical information from the different areas.  There will be trailheads 
every seven miles.  The millage request will be on the November 2008 ballot in the 10 municipalities involved. 
The request is for 2/10’s of a mill.  In Chocolay Township; that would be an additional $8.00 on the average tax 
bill.  The millage request would raise $236,000.00 County wide.  This would be seed money for grants for the 
trail.  If one of the 10 municipalities votes the millage down; the entire millage goes down.  

Scott Emerson – Motorized vehicles are not compatible with walking/hiking trails.  The original North Country 
trail through Chocolay Township was supposed to be non-motorized.  The D.N.R. changed it into a motorized 



trail allowing snowmobiles to go through residential neighborhoods.  He will not vote for this trail without a 
guarantee of it being strictly non-motorized.  

Jude Catalo – Can not cross country ski on a trail that also allows snowmobiles.  There are safety factors and the 
fumes from snowmobiles are intolerable.

Trustee Britton – The taxpayers are not paying or the upgrade or maintenance on the snowmobile trail.  That is 
separate private funding.

Supervisor Seppanen – Chocolay Township is still working on a business spur for snowmobiles in Chocolay to 
alleviate the traffic in the residential neighborhood. 

Brad Cory – His bedroom window is 50 feet from the snowmobile trail.  A motorized trail through a residential 
neighborhood is outrageous.

Barb Holman – Will exact locations of Iron Ore trails in Chocolay Township be determined before the November 
millage election?  Who will police the Iron Ore Trail and with what resources?

Randy Gentz – If the millage passes, how soon will the trail construction begin in Chocolay Township?

Trustee Britton –The Iron Ore Heritage Trail has nothing to do with the D.N.R. snowmobile trail.

PRESENTATION - RECOGNITION OF ESTELLE DEVOOGHT’S LOVGEVITY ON THE CHOCOLAY 
TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION.
Jennifer Thum, Planning Director presented a plaque to Estelle DeVooght from the Chocolay Township Board. 
Estelle has been on the Chocolay Township Planning Commission for 35 years.  According to our research she 
has the most longevity as a Planning Commission member in the State of Michigan.

PRESENTATION - HEALTH INSURANCE.
Ryan Whitley, Hetrick and Associates gave a power point presentation to the board on a proposed change to the 
Chocolay Township Health Plan.  This is a Health Reimbursement Arrangement.  If the Township goes in this 
direction, our premiums should not increase over last year.  If we continue with the current coverage as is, there 
will be a 10% increase.  The Board will continue this discussion along with several other personnel issues at 
special board meeting in October.

SUPERVISORS REPORT. 
1. Township Position on ORV Use – I will be writing a letter to the county restating the position of the Township 
Board that there are no roads designated for ORV use in our township.

2. DPW Restructuring – At our October meeting I should have a candidate ready for the board to consider for the 
½ time DPW Supervisor position. This is to be a temporary two year position. At the same time the Personnel 
Committee should have had time to act on my proposal for the other changes to the department. Their 
recommendations should also be ready for your action at our next meeting.

3. Road Paving to Grinder Station- I met with several residents whose private road we share for access to one of 
our grinder/pump stations. There are ongoing erosion issues and we will be working with them in an effort to 
have the road paved. Don Britton, Brad Johnson, and I have each walked the road. We will come with the paving 
plan with our share of the cost for the next meeting. This expense will be paid for from the sewer fund.

PROPOSED NEW CLASS C LIQUOR LICENSE.
The liquor license request for one Class C liquor license with two applicants; Royal English LLC (Chocolay 
Downs) and Gentz Homestead Golf Course Inc. went to the Planning Commission in September and no motion 
was made.  A staff report by Jennifer Thum, Planning Director was presented to the board explaining each step in 
the request process from both applicants since October 2006.  

Dennis  Kargela,  Chocolay  Downs  spoke  on  the  proposed  expansion  planned  by  Chocolay  Downs  to  the 
Clubhouse/restaurant  and  lot  expansion  for  new  condos  and  homes.  Chocolay  Downs  works  with  many 
community groups.

Neil Jandron, Chocolay Downs business manager and has 40 years experience in running a business.   The back 
taxes will be paid by Friday of this week.

Randy Gentz – The Gentz family has been on this property and in business for four generations.   The Gentz Golf 
Course has been located on this property for 13 years.  They also have worked with many community groups 
throughout the years.

Trustee Trudeau –  If Chocolay Downs had worked toward getting their liquor license in 2006 after the Board 
gave approval; we would not be discussing this tonight at the Board meeting.



Trustee Britton – Can the Board recommend both businesses for the liquor license?  Attorney Summers indicated 
that only one recommendation can be made to the State, although the State was not specific as to what  the 
consequences were if the Board recommended both.

Clerk Hill – Asked how much out population would have to go up before we would be eligible for another liquor 
license in Chocolay Township?  (600 more residents) Both businesses deserve the license and we only have one 
to recommend.  The Board must take a stance on this.

Hill moved, Trudeau second to recommend Gentz Homestead Golf Course, Inc. for a new on premise Class C 
liquor license, to be located at 353 Gentz Road, Marquette, Michigan, Chocolay Township, Marquette County be 
considered for approval “above all others”.
AYES: 5 NAYS: 1 MOTION CARRIED.

TREE REMOVAL.
Britton moved, Trudeau second that Chocolay Township accept the bid from Antler Tree Service to remove the 
dead tree by the fire hall, for an amount of $410.00.  The funds for the tree removal will be taken from Capital 
Improvements Fund Township Hall and Grounds 401.265.957.
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Hill, Tabor, Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

BATTERY REPLACEMENT AND ANTI-VIRUS SOFTWARE UPGRADE.
Trudeau moved, Hill second that the Township board authorize the additional distribution of funds to Lasco, Inc. 
for the purchase and installation of a new battery back up and anti-virus software not to exceed the cost of 
$1,361.51 to be paid from Capital Improvements Fund Computers 401.258.957.
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Hill, Tabor, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

SEWER CLEANER REPAIRS.
A memo from Mike Disch explained the sewer cleaner repairs that were made in the amount of $2,443.77.  This 
unit is over twenty years old and soon will have to be replaced.

RE-APPOINTMENT OF PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER KENDELL MILTON.
Seppanen moved, Tabor second to reappoint Kendell Milton to the Planning Commission with a term to run 
until May 24, 2011.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 34-08-01.
The Board discussed the amendment requiring a conditional use permit in most zoning districts for home 
occupation and referred the amendment back to the Planning Commission to clarify the definition.  The Board 
was not convinced that this was the best way to control home occupations. 

PUBLIC COMMENT.
Trustee Trudeau – Received a complaint about a tree on the County R.O. W. near Ewing subdivision.

Bob Atwell- Comments on health insurance.

Clerk Hill – Received a complaint on water in a driveway after the repaving in Harvey.

Treasurer Greenberg – Received a request from a citizen to look into switching from Alger-Delta to Marquette 
Board of Light & Power on M-28 in Chocolay Township.

Trustee Britton – The County did a terrible job on repaving in Harvey.  He feels that we should not use the 
County of Marquette for any road paving projects again.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS.
A. Planning Commission Minutes August 11, 2008
B. Communication from the Marquette County Solid Waste Authority
C. Communication from Zoning Administrator about 662 Lakewood Lane
D. Harvey/ Silver Creek Road Neighborhood Discussion 

Supervisor Seppanen adjourned the meeting at 9:25 pm.

 ________________________ _________________________
Arlene E. Hill, CMC Mary L. Sanders, CMC
Clerk Deputy Clerk


