
August 18, 2008

A Regular meeting of the Chocolay Township Board was held on Monday, August 18, 2008 at the Chocolay 
Township Office, 5010 U. S. 41 South, Marquette, MI.  Supervisor Seppanen called the meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m.  
        
TOWNSHIP BOARD.
PRESENT:  Greg Seppanen, Arlene Hill, John Greenberg, John Trudeau, Don Britton, Ken Tabor.
ABSENT: Dan Maki.

STAFF PRESENT: Jennifer Thum, Mary Sanders, Brad Johnson, Gary Johnson, Greg Zyburt.

MINUTES –July 21, 2008.
Trudeau moved, Britton second that the minutes of the regular meeting held on July 21, 2008 are approved. 
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS.
Britton moved, Tabor second to add item F. New Business – Marina Grant Project.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT.  
Kent Smith – Representing WUPZ 94.9 radio station requested that the Township write a letter to the FCC 
indicating that we are our own unit of government.  This radio station will lease space from the Morgan 
Meadows Tower and serve Chocolay Township and an 80 mile radius.  The will do public service 
announcements for Chocolay Township on a daily basis.

Neil Jandron – Manages Chocolay Downs Golf and commended the staff at Chocolay Township for their 
service and attitude.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE.
Hill moved, Trudeau second that bills totaling $44,085.89 checks numbered 14800– 14831 be approved for 
payment.  
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

Tabor moved, Britton second that bills totaling $11,234.19 checks numbered 14832 – 14843
be approved for payment.  
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

Tabor moved, Trudeau second that bills totaling $542,739.21 checks numbered 14844 – 14889
be approved for payment.  

Clerk Hill had a question on who gave the order on the fire truck and what is going on with the fire hall in 
relationship to the new truck.  Trustee Trudeau spoke on the fire hall.  A committee was set up to explore 
changing the fire hall to accommodate the new fire truck.  Chief Johnson said that instead of modifying the 
fire hall they will make minimal changes (under $1,000.000) to accommodate the truck now.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

Hill moved, Trudeau second that payroll for July 24, 2008 for $34,442.29 and August 7, 2008 for 
$34,825.02 be approved for payment.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.
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FINANCIAL AND TREASURER’S REPORTS WERE RECEIVED AND PLACED ON FILE.

PRESENTATIONS.
Clerk Hill presented NMPSA certificates to Pat Beck, Mary Kratzke, Tom Murray, Mary Sanders and 
Jennifer Thum.

SUPERVISORS REPORT. 
1. We are looking at purchasing software to do our own updates on the Township website.
2. Health Insurance – We met with Ryan Whitley, Hetrick & Associates and discussed a change in our 

health plan to a health reimbursement arrangement.  This will be a cost saving to the Township and 
no loss of coverage for the employees.  Ryan Whitley will give a presentation to the Board at the 
September meeting.

3. Planning Commissioner – We would like to give a plaque to Estelle DeVooght for her many years 
on the Planning Commission.  It appears that no one in the State of Michigan has been continuously 
on a Planning Commission as many years as she has.  We will prepare this for the September 
meeting.

4. We currently have 2 seasonal employees in the D.P.W.  They will be working for us until we 
reorganize the D.P.W.

5. The Iron Ore Heritage Trail Committee will be making a presentation at the September Chocolay 
Township Board meeting and would like the Township to notify the public of this through public 
service announcements.

PROPOSED LIQUOR LICENSE POLICY, PROCEDURES AND FEE SCHEDULE.
Tabor moved, Britton second that the Chocolay Township Board concurs with the Planning Commission 
recommendation to approve the liquor policy and procedures, application and to amend the Township’s fee 
schedule to incorporate the $80.00 fee for the liquor license application.
AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

TRANSFER OF LIQUOR LICENSE AT 200 MAIN STREET (BAYOU BAR AND GRILL).
The Board discussed the fact that old personal property taxes were not paid on this property from years 
before Soucey bought the business.  We will check into the legality of who owes the back personal property 
taxes and bring this motion back to the September Board meeting.

CHOCOLAY DOWNS GOLF COURSE REZONING #141.
Tabor moved, Hill second that the Chocolay Township Board concurs with the Planning 
Commission recommendation to approve Rezoning request #141 from Chocolay Downs LLC, 
Sanjay Sethi, the President of CGC Development LLC Sections #211, #403 and #16 of the 
Township Zoning Ordinance with the following conditions (in this case the word “applicant” 
means Chocolay Downs Golf Course):

1. The lot sizes are subject to change, due to the fact that the health department might 
require one-acre sites if the applicants has to go with well and septic. 

2. The applicant will provide a phasing schedule that explains the time frame, and 
subsequent time limitations, for each phase to the township.

3. The applicant will work with all outside agencies for the water and septic systems.
4. The applicant will provide an additional access road to M-28 and will make an effort 

to see that it does not connect through an existing residential subdivision.
5. The applicants will keep the township up to date on all talks with the health 

department and the DEQ on the proposed sewage and water systems. 
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6.  The applicant will provide language on how each of the townhouses sections and 
the single-family lots will be owned.  This is in relation to the home-owners 
associations for the homes and the townhouses.

7. The applicant will install picnic tables on the open space area, lot 15 and lot 26.  The 
applicant will maintain the walking paths. 

AYES: 6 NAYS: 0 MOTION CARRIED.

EMPLOYEE SCHEDULES.
It was the consensus of the Board that the Clerk Department can do a three month pilot program with 4 - 10 
hour days per week and a committee will be set up to study this issue during the three month process.  The 
Board wants the committee to look at a Monday through Friday scenario of flex hours and also a four day 
week with flex hours with the building shut down one day a week for energy savings.  This information will 
be brought back to the board at the end of the three month period.

POLICE TRAINING.
Hill moved, Tabor second to expend $495.00 for Medico Legal Death Investigation Training in Detroit, 
Michigan  September  23-26,  2008.   This  would  come  from  the  Capital  Improvements  Training  Fund 
401.306.957.
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Hill, Tabor, Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

FIRE DEPARTMENT PURCHASE OF NOTEBOOK COMPUTER AND SOFTWARE.
Britton moved, Trudeau second to authorize the Fire Department to purchase a notebook computer, LCD 
projector and accessories from Office Depot for $2,212.00 and to purchase pre-incident planning software 
from CAD Zone Inc. for $1,608.00 using KBIC money in the Capital Improvements Fund Fire Department 
401.340.957.
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Hill, Tabor, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

MARINA GRANT PROJECT.
Our volunteer workers are unavailable to complete the work at the Chocolay Marina.  We have contacted 
Art Lauren from Marquette Corrections Department and they are able to complete the work at a reasonable 
price.

Trudeau moved, Britton second to pay the Marquette County Community Corrections Department to finish 
the work on the water trail boardwalk and fishing pier with the expenditure being made from the following 
account Capital Improvements Fund Recreation 401.708.957 for a total of up to $2,500.00
ROLL CALL.
AYES: Hill, Tabor, Britton, Trudeau, Greenberg, Seppanen.
NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC COMMENT.
None.

INFORMATIONAL REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS.
A. Informational – Special Meeting Notice from the Marquette County Road Commission.
B. Election Results.
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Supervisor Seppanen adjourned the meeting at 8:03 pm.

 ________________________ _________________________
Arlene E. Hill, CMC Mary L. Sanders, CMC
Clerk Deputy Clerk
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